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presentation
The Brazilian State is secular. This means that it should
not have, and does not have, religion. What it does have is the
duty of guaranteeing religious freedom. According to article 5,
item VI, of the Constitution: “The freedom of conscience and of
creed is inviolable. The free exercise of religious cults is assured,
and protection of places of worship and of their liturgies is
guaranteed by law.” Religious freedom is one of the fundamental
rights of human kind, as maintained by the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, of which Brazil is signatories.
Plurality, built by various races, cultures and religions,
allows everyone to be equal, each one with his or her
differences. This is what makes Brazil, Brazil. On account of
the diversity of our origin, and the way different people share
the same space, we should certainly serve as an example to
the world. In modern-day Brazil, religious intolerance does
not produce wars or bloodshed.
However, prejudice often exists and is manifested by
the humiliation imposed on those that are “different”. On
other occasions prejudice is manifested by violence. When
someone is humiliated, discriminated or assaulted due to his
or her color or creed, this person has his or her constitutional
rights, or human rights violated; this person is the victim of a
crime – and the Brazilian Penal Code stipulates punishment
for those criminals.

Invading the terreiros (yards) of Umbanda and Candomblé,
which, besides being sacred places of worship, are also
guardians of the memory of peoples wrested from Africa and
enslaved in Brazil; disrespecting the spirituality of indigenous
peoples, or trying to oblige them to accept the view that their
religion is false; insulting gypsies due to their ethnics or creed,
the same motive that almost lead to their extermination in
Europe, during the Second World War: all of this is intolerance,
it is discrimination against religions. And it opposes the designs
of the National Program of Human Rights.
The National Program of Human Rights intends to foster
dialogue between and among religious movements, for the
construction of a truly pluralist society, with a basis on the
recognition of and respect for differences.
This primer, entitled Religious Diversity and Human Rights,
is the result of almost one and a half years of work, which
drew on the participation of various religions, and that is not
all covered here (other collaborations can be viewed at the site
www.presidencia.gov.br/sedh).
This primer is the continuity of the many actions performed
by men and women of goodwill and different creeds, who, with
their words and acts, intend to build a better country, and a
better world. A country and a world in which nobody suffers or
practices injustice against his or her fellow being. A world and a
country that belongs to everyone.

Ministro Nilmário Miranda
(Special Secretariat of Human Rights)

universal
declaration
human
rights
Art. XVIII
Everyone has the right to
freedom of thought, conscience
and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion
or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with
others and in public and private,
to manifest his religion or belief,
in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.

G

od wants His/Her sons and daughters to live in Peace,
as brothers and sisters. Or: Allah wants His sons and
daughters to live in Peace, as brothers and sisters. Or another:
Jehovah wants His sons and daughters to live in Peace,
as brothers and sisters. Or even: Olorum wants
His sons and daughters to live in Peace, as
brothers and sisters.
God, Allah, Jehovah, Olorum, The
Great Spirit, Goda, Brahman... Human
beings call the Creator by many
The Supreme Lord
names. But His/Her desire is solely
of the universe, who
has different names in
one: for sons and daughters to live
different cultures, loves
in Peace, as brothers and sisters.
everyone. All freedom
If this is the will of the Creator,
of thought, religion or
then who are we to challenge
conscience emanates
it? However, we do challenge it.
from Him.
Every time we discriminate our
Methodist Church
fellow beings because they think
differently, or say their prayers
differently, or call the Creator by a
different name, we challenge His/Her
will. Because He or She gave his/her sons
and daughters the greatest of all graces:
the capacity to think. To think freely. To think
differently.
Who are we, then, to challenge the will of the Creator?
However, we do challenge it. We discriminate; we offend, and

practice acts of violence against our fellow beings, using the
excuse that they are “different”. This was the way it was at the
beginning of time. And this is the way it is these days, in this
millennium that has barely begun.
On the brink of the beginning of this
21st century, in August of the year 2000,
heeding the call of the United Nations
In each
(UN), hundreds of representatives of
individual, in
the different religions of the planet
each people, in
understood that the advent of
each culture, in
each creed, there is
the new millennium was a good
something relevant
opportunity, another one, for us
to the others, however
to love each other as brothers
different they might be.
and sisters. And to hold hands
While each group claims
for Peace on Earth.
to be the exclusive owner
Gathered together in New
of the truth, the ideal of
universal fraternity will
York, at the Meeting of the World
remain unattainable.
Peace Summit of Religious and
Spiritual Leaders, Evangelical,
Judaísm
Roman Catholic, Buddhist, Jewish,
Islamic, Spiritualist, Hindu, Taoist,
Bahá’ís and Esoteric leaders and leaders
of several other ancient and modern religions
entered into a commitment. The Commitment to
World Peace.
The document starts off with a series of
considerations, which it is worthwhile our reﬂecting about:

• religions have contributed towards Peace in the world,
but they have also been used to create division and to fuel
hostilities;
• our world is ravaged by violence, war and destruction
sometimes perpetrated in the name of religion;
• there will be no true Peace until all the
groups and communities acknowledge
The golden
the diversity of cultures and religions of
rule consists of
our being friends
the human family, in a spirit of mutual
of the world and of
respect and understanding.
considering the entire
Based on these considerations,
religious and spiritual leaders
from all over the world undertook,
among other measures, to:

human family a single
family. Those that make
a distinction between
the followers of their
own religion and those
of another, are serving
as a bad example to the
members of his or her
religion and paving the
way to abandonment,
or irreligion.

• condemn all violence committed
in the name of religion, seeking to
remove the roots of violence;
• appeal to all religious communities
Mahatma
and to ethnic and national groups to
Gandhi
respect the right to religious freedom,
seeking reconciliation, and becoming
involved in the matter of mutual forgiveness and
aid;
• awaken in all individuals and communities the sense of
responsibility, which is shared by all, for the welfare of the

human family as a whole, and the recognition of the fact that all
human beings,– irrespective of religion, race, gender and ethnic
origin – are entitled to education, health and the opportunity
to obtain safe and sustainable subsistence.
Therefore the Commitment to World
Peace does not only rest on the
The beauty
shoulders of our reverends,
of our country
lies precisely in
ministers, rabbis, imams, monks,
the cultural and
masters, priests and priestesses,
religious diversity
ialorixás and babalorixás,
of its people. (...) We
shamans... it is shared by all
have to break down the
of us. The commitment to
barriers that prevent us
from conversing with men
Peace does not only concern
and women that think and
major religious conflicts,
act differently, but that
wars, bloodshed in general,
have the same goal: the
violence between Catholics
valuing of LIFE!
and Protestants in Ireland,
Independent Presbetween Muslims and Jews in the
byterian Church of
Middle East, between Hindus and
Brazil
Muslims in Kashmir (on the frontier
between India and Pakistan).
Neither does the commitment to Peace
concern only tragedies from an ancient past:
the blood spilt by Christians and Muslims during the
Crusades; the negroes enslaved, tortured and murdered in
Colonial Brazil, under the false accusation, also made to the

Indians, of their having no soul; the followers of the
Bahá’í Faith decapitated in ancient Persia (modernday Iran); the Jews killed or converted by force during
the Inquisition; the women burnt alive for the
“crime” of “witchcraft”, simply because
they worshiped the sacred forces of
nature; the Indians, massacred or
enslaved and catechized, without
the catechizer understanding
and respecting their different
If they bow to Peace,
spirituality.
bow to Peace yourself
Religious intolerance is
and commit yourself to
not far from us, in time and
God...
in space. We cannot simply
Mohammed
close our eyes and refuse to
take any responsibility. Our
commitment to Peace on Earth
starts in our daily activities. In
our own homes. Around us. In the
relation with our fellow beings. In the
way we respect or fail to respect our fellow
being that, thanks to the infinite wisdom of the
Creator, was born with the capacity to think freely. And,
thus, differently.

How many of us can say that they have never
suffered some kind of prejudice simply by professing to
a faith or not? Prejudice always exists; it lies in wait for
us. Sometimes it is manifested in the form of
humiliation, sometimes violence. Against
any one of us. For this reason, it is so
vital for all of us to follow the golden
rule of fraternity, common to
almost all religions: Let us not do
to others what we do not want
Every creed is
them to do against ourselves.
respectable, when
Our commitment to Peace
sincere and conducible
with the practice of good
on Earth concerns acting in
acts.
accordance with the will of the
Creator or not, of loving or not
Allan Kardec
loving our fellow beings. And
loving our fellow beings, even
if they think differently from us,
means above all to respect them,
and to work so that our fellow beings
have their rights to health, to education,
to work and to the freedom to come and go
and to think, guaranteed. Finally, our commitment
to Peace on earth means striving to ensure that everyone
has a right to the great work of the Creator: LIFE!

brazilian
constitution
Art. 5º, item VI
The freedom of conscience
and of creed is inviolable. The
free exercise of religious cults
is assured, and protection of
places of worship and their
liturgies is assured by law.

W

hy do we have religion? Well, we have religion
because we are human beings, and because
we breathe. Or: We have religion because the Creator
determined that we should have it, and it is our duty
to do as He/She wishes. Or event: We have
religion because it is this that binds us
again and always to the Creator, and
We are
Humankind.
it is for this reason that it is called
From the
religion. Or because we believe
beginning of times,
that religion is the greatest of all
we have had an
means to achieve Peace in the
unbreakable tie in this
world. We are, therefore,
world and contentment for all
Muslims, Xintoists,
those that live in it.
Catholics, Brahmans,
Or, in simple terms: We
Buddhists, Protestants,
have religion because we have
Jews, Spiritualists,
Esoteric, agnostic,
decided to have it, because it
followers of Umbanda,
is among our sacred and human
atheists... We are, after
rights to have religion or not, and
all, Human Beings!
it is not incumbent upon men, or
Legion of
governments, to demand that we have
Goodwill
a given religion, or that we have none.
This is a matter that concerns only
me, between my conscience, between my spirit
and the Creator. What is incumbent to other human
beings, my brothers and sisters, is to respect my choice.

What is incumbent upon governments is to guarantee my
freedom of choice.
Religious freedom is so important to all of us that
is one of the fundamental rights of mankind,
deserving specific reference both in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(article XVIII), signed in 1948, and in
the Brazilian Constitution (article 5,
The primary
item VI), enacted in 1988.
goal of religion is
love. All religions
Religious
freedom
is
and creeds are
so essential, and yet so
consequently valid, and
disrespected in the whole
their acceptance must
world that at several moments
be based on freedom
and on a conscious and
in history spiritual and religious
spontaneous option.
leaders get together to enter
Otherwise, religion
into a commitment to Peace,
would not have love as
its goal.
as they did in the year 2000,
in New York. But the first official
Hinduísm
inter-religious event took place
back in the 19th century, in 1893 to be
exact, in Chicago, with the participation
of leaders of only 16 religions. In 2004, in
Barcelona, hundreds of religions were represented at
the meeting organized by the World Parliament of Religions.
Besides the Parliament, the United Religions Initiative (URI)

is also dedicated to inter-religious dialogue in the world, to
Human Rights and to the culture of Peace, assembling 88
spiritual traditions.
In Brazil, religious freedom is also so
essential and so disrespected that there
are always men and women of good
Having
will and different creeds working
freedom of
together like they are now, in this
religion and of
thought is one of
primer about Religious Diversity
the basic assumptions
and Human Rights. Or in many
(...) As Lutherans,
other movements that gather
we understand
the misdeeds of
together Catholics, Evangelists,
discrimination, since
Indigenous
representatives
Martin Luther, who
started the reform of the
and representatives of Afrochurch in Germany, was
Brazilian religions, Muslims,
severely discriminated
Jews, Taoists, Spiritualists,
due to his convictions.
Buddhists, Hindus, Xintoists,
Lutheran
Esoteric... All united for a just
Evangelical
cause: to combat discrimination
Church of
Brazil
and intolerance and to fight for better
living conditions for everyone.
At the end of the IX National Human
Rights Conference (Brasilia, 2004), representatives of
the different religious sectors of Brazil signed the following
document: “We declare the need to seek, by means of

inter-religious dialogue, the valuing of human beings as a
subject of their own history, regardless of religious creed.
We unanimously repudiate any act of religious persecution
and intolerance.”
It is essential to have dialogue among
religions, in defense of Human Rights
in Brazil and in the rest of the world,
constantly expanded. Because at
the precise moment when you
The sun that came
are reading this primer, there
to Earth to illuminate
is a human being suffering
everyone /there is no
some kind of discrimination,
beautiful or ugly /it
persecution or even physical
illuminates everyone the
same way,
violence, in Brazil and in the
world, in a small provincial
Saint Damian
town, in a village or in a city
– for the simple reason that
this person thinks and acts in
accordance with his/her beliefs.
And those that discriminate,
persecute and practice violence against
their fellows will say that they do so in the
name of the Being in which they believe. When the
Creator actually wants exactly the opposite: his/her sons
and daughters to live in Peace, as brothers and sisters.

national
program
human
rights
Proposal 110
To prevent and combat
religious intolerance,
including with respect to
minority religions and to
Afro-Brazilian cults.

D

ifferent religions teach us that man was created in the
image and resemblance of the Creator. Some traditions
uphold that the Creator made this ﬁrst man with ﬁstfuls of
earth of all colors, in order to teach us that all races are
really only one, and that all human beings are equal
in value, regardless of the color of their skin. “I
am black, white, yellow, red, a half-bred...”
said Gandhi, the great leader who
Freedom
preached Peace and equality among
of thought, of
human beings and made use of nonconscience and of
violence in the victorious ﬁght for
religion is sacred.
the independence of India.
The right to enter
One of the greatest
a given temple, in a
paciﬁst leaders in the history of
given year, in a given
humankind, Mahatma (“Great
tent, is sacred. It is the
Soul”) Gandhi was a Hindu,
sacred right to adore
and
to let others adore. It
but as a good example of the
is the human and divine
dialogue among religions, loved
right to think and to let
the Sermon on the Mount,
others think, to speak and
in which Jesus announced:
to listen.
blessed are the merciful, the
peacemakers, the just, those that
National Antiperform good deeds, those who are
Racism Ecumenical
persecuted.
Committee
He himself, Mahatma Gandhi, in
(Cenacora)
turn, taught us: “A civilization is judged
by the treatment that it metes out to
minorities”.
Will we be worthy of the blessings? Have we
been merciful and just? Will we deserve absolution when
we are judged by our acts with the meek, those that suffer
persecution, the minorities?

The disproportion between Christians (majority of the
Brazilian population) and followers of religions considered
“minority” is so great that proposal 110 of the National Program
of Human Rights, implemented in 1996, is precisely to
“prevent and combat religious intolerance, including
with respect to minority religions and to AfroBrazilian cults”.
But beyond the will of the Creator
No religious
and the laws on earth, respect for
segment can
minorities is also a question of
compel anyone
common sense. Precisely because
by force or threat
those that form the majority here
to accept or change
could become the minority close
religious beliefs. (...)
by, on the next street corner. A
All religious segments
majority in Brazil, Christians
should foster a culture of
are a minority in countries such
peace and order, bringing
as Indonesia, for instance.
Once again, the golden rule of
beneﬁts to the population
fraternity: Let us not do to others
in general, especially to
what we do not want to be done
the less favored.
to ourselves.
Concerned about the constant
Brazil for Christ
religious conﬂicts in the world, the
Pentecostal
United Nations (UN) proclaimed,
Church
in 1981, the Declaration about the
elimination of all forms of intolerance and
discrimination based on religion or creed.
Everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion; this right includes
freedom to have a religion or any belief of his choice, and
the freedom to manifest his religion or belief in public and in
private, either alone or in community with others”, says the

ﬁrst article of the Declaration of the United Nations, while
further on it warns that:
“Discrimination among human beings for motives of
religion or creed constitutes an offense to human dignity (...)
and should be condemned as a violation of Human
Rights and of the fundamental freedoms,
proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.”
In Brazil, article 33 of the
Law of Guidelines and Bases of
National Education, established
in the text of the Constitution of
1988, determines that religious
education at public schools
must guarantee “respect for
Though will not have
the religious cultural diversity
any hateful thought
of Brazil, prohibiting any forms
against thou brother.
of proselytism”. In other words:
it is compulsory to respect the
Moses
religious freedom of the student,
and attempts at converting
students to a given religion are
prohibited.
The Brazilian Penal Code, in
turn, considers it a crime (punish
ranging from a ﬁne through to detention)
to ridicule anyone in public on account
of religious creed, to interfere in or disturb
a ceremony or worship, and to publicly offend
images and other objects of religious worship.
But intolerance exists, to challenge the law of men and
the will of the Creator. And Afro-Brazilian religions have been
the chief victims of this intolerance.

Umbanda and Candomblé terreiros are the places of
worship of religions with African roots. Hence they are just as
sacred as any other temple, of any religion. And, however, these
terreiros have undergone constant attacks, in several
parts of Brazil. Objects of worship are destroyed,
followers of Umbanda and Candomblé called
“devil worshipers” and their religious
celebrations and festivities interrupted,
in a disrespectful manner, by people
of other religions.
Every human
We should repeat that to
being has the
the followers of Umbanda and
right to choose
Candomblé, the terreiro is
his/her own way
a sacred temple. Nobody,
of serving the
regardless of their religion,
sacred, and should
would like this violence to be
do so without
committed against their own
persecution and/or
temple. Those that discriminate
discrimination, with
their fellow beings like this
freedom.
commit not only religious
intolerance, but also another crime
Gypsy Spell
and sin called racism. Racism is a
crime because the law says so. And it
is a sin because the Creator, as various
religions teaches us, made man and
women in His/Her image and semblance;
He even used multicolored sand, as asserted
by some traditions, to make it perfectly clear that all
colors, that all human beings are equal.
When they were torn away from their native land, tossed
into slave ships and taken to Brazil to become slaves, African

men and women lost almost everything. But they resisted,
maintaining their religion, their faith in Olorum (the Creator)
and in other Deities. They lost almost everything, but not their
roots, which are ﬁrmly ﬁxed in their ancestry. Besides
being a sacred territory, the terreiros of Umbanda
and Candomblé are, therefore, places of
resistance and cultural preservation,
guardians of the memory of a people.
If you
But, to those that discriminate
criticize the
and disrespect a religiosity simply
faith of others,
because they consider it different
your devotion is
from theirs, it appears difﬁcult to
false. If you were
understand this truth.
sincere, you would
appreciate the
In this regard, a verbal
sincerity of others.
tradition of African origin states
You see mistakes in
that at the beginning there was
others because you
a single truth in the world. There
yourself have them,
was a huge mirror between Orun
not others.
(invisible, spirit world) and Aiyê
(natural world). Hence everything
Sathya Sai
that was in Orun materialized and
Baba
displayed itself in Aiyê. In other words,
everything that was in the spiritual world
was reﬂected exactly as it was in the material
world. Nobody had the slightest doubt when
considering all the events as truths. And people had to be
extremely careful to avoid breaking the mirror of Truth, which
was located very close both to Orun and to Aiyê.

At this time, there was a young girl living in Aiyê called
Mahura, who worked hard, helping her mother. She spent entire
days crushing yam. One day, inadvertently, losing control of
the rhythmic movement that she repeated unceasingly,
the hand on the pestle hit the mirror, which was
shattered around the world. Mahura ran off
in a state of desperation to apologize to
Olorum (the Supreme God).
Jesus Christ
The young girl was taken aback
said: “For He
makes His sun rise
when she found Olorum calmly
on both the wicked
lying down in the shade of an
and the good, and He
iroko (sacred plant, guardian of
gives rain to both the
terreiros). Olorum heard Mahura’s
just and the unjust”.
apologies very attentively,
Jesus made it clear that
and declared that, due to the
we are all participants of
breaking of the mirror, from that
the same opportunities
day on there would no longer be
in life and of the grace
a single truth.
of the creation of God,
And Olorum concluded: “As
regardless of any
of today, those that ﬁnd a splinter
conviction.
of mirror in any part of the world will
know that they are ﬁnding only a part
Ministry Sara
of the truth, because the mirror always
Nossa Terra
mirrors the image of the place where it is
located”.
Accordingly, to do as the Creator wishes,
we must, above all, accept that we are all equal, in
spite of our differences. And that Truth does not belong to
anybody. There is a tiny piece of it in each place, in each
creed, in each one of us.

national
program
human
rights
Proposal 113
To stimulate dialogue
among religious
movements under the
prism of the construction
of a pluralist society,
with a basis on the
recognition of and
respect for differences of
creed and cult.

A

t the same moment as the workgroup was concluding
the production of this primer about Religious Diversity
and Human Rights in Brasilia, the capital city of Brazil was
experiencing yet another explicit act of religious
intolerance. Around 3 thousand Catholics were
participating in a celebration at Catedral
Militar Rainha da Paz (Queen of Peace
Military Cathedral), in Brasilia, when
a man got up on the altar, held the
There are many
image of Nossa Senhora da Paz
peoples, of many
(Our Lady of Peace) up and threw
races, speaking various
it on the ground, breaking it into
languages. But to them
there is only one Sun,
pieces. The man believed that
one Moon and Mother
this was a good gesture, since
Earth. We are part of one
it combated the sin of idolatry.
another, by the will of
“It is the happiest day of my life.
the Great Spirit.
God is pleased because I have
broken the image!”, he said, after
Indigenous
his arrest.
Cosmovision
Who could have taught this man
that the Creator is pleased when His/
Her children ﬁght, disrespect each other,
offend one another? Who could have taught
this man that instead of Love, God is Intolerance
and Hate?
The event was widely divulged in newspapers and on
the radio and television. And it served to remind people of

a similar event that took place a few years ago. On October
12, 1995, in front of the cameras of a television program, a
clergyman kicked the image of Nossa Senhora da Aparecida
(Our Lady of Aparecida), to show that the saint of
devotion of millions of Brazilians was nothing
more than a “fake idol”, a “doll of clay”. The
clergyman, whose attitude was reproved
There can
be no doubt
even by other clergymen and by
whatsoever that the
most Evangelicals, ended up being
peoples of the world,
condemned to two years and two
regardless of their race
months of imprisonment, for the
or religion, get their
inspiration form a single
crimes of religious discrimination
Celestial Source and are
and viliﬁcation (offense) of an
vassals of a single God.
image and object of religious
The difference between the
worship. And the episode
precepts under which they
live should be attributed to
also earned signiﬁcant press
the various requirements
coverage.
and demands of the
The production of this
time in which they are
revealed.
primer took a total of one year
and ﬁve months. During this period,
Bahá´u´lláh
how many Umbanda and Candomblé
terreiros were invaded? How many rituals
of Wicca worshipers, who celebrate the
divinity of nature and do not wish any harm to
anybody, were disrespected and called “satanic”? How
many Indians forced to adopt a religion imposed by current
catechizers, who even now, 500 years later, are not yet
33

capable of understanding that the indigenous spirituality, and
that of gypsies, has intrinsic characteristics and needs to be
respected in its diversity? How many gypsies were persecuted
and assaulted on account of their ethnics and their
religion, the same motive that almost condemned
them to extermination in the Second World
War, together with the Jews and other
Every
human
being
victims of intolerance?
has the right
How many human beings
to the freedom to
suffered some kind of violence,
seek the truth, and,
within the limits of
committed by someone who
moral order and of
believes that God (or any other
common good, freedom
name for the Creator) is pleased
in the manifestation
and
diffusion of thought
with their intolerance? Many
human beings, certainly. And ...The freedom to worship
God belong equally to
without the rest of Brazil hearing
the rights of the person,
in accordance with the
about it, because this type of
straight principles
event is almost never disclosed
of the actual
in newspapers or on radio and
conscience.
television.
Encyclical
But the press is absolutely right
Pacem in
when it places the deserved emphasis on
Terris
acts of violence practiced against Catholics.
The press sins by omission, when it does not
extend the same merited emphasis to violent acts
practiced on a regular basis against the so-called “minority”
religions. Because religious intolerance is not “only” a sin

against the will of the Creator. Religious intolerance is also
disrespect for Human Rights. And it is a crime, set forth in the
Brazilian Penal Code.
But as the workgroup was ﬁnishing the production
of this primer about Religious Diversity and
Human Rights, good news arrived, also from
Brasilia, and also brought by the press.
The good news is that, right near the
capital city of Brazil, in a village with
Afro-Brazilian
just over one thousand inhabitants
religions have their
own understanding
called Área Alfa (Alpha Area),
of what is sacred. Any
Catholics and Evangelicals share
manifestation of religious
intolerance goes against
the same temple.
the principles arising from
In the beginning, Capela
God, Olorum, and Jehovah
Sagrado Coração de Jesus e
and from other names for
the Creator.
Maria (Sacred Heart of Jesus
and Mary Chapel) was only
Afro-Brazilian religions
for Catholics. The Evangelicals
worshiped in a small empty house,
but had to abandon it. They were left
without a temple. But not for long.
The faith of the Evangelicals was
soon welcomed by the chapel of the Catholics.
For three years now, every Sunday has been the
same: ﬁrst comes the mass, and the Catholics pray;
once the mass has ﬁnished, it is time for the religious service,
and the Evangelicals pray, in the same place where the mass

was previously celebrated. But what about the imagers of
Catholic saints, which have caused so many manifestations of
intolerance? Ah, the Evangelicals carefully pick up the images
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Immaculate Conception
of Mary, Our Lady of Fatima and Our Lady of
the Rosary, and carefully put them away in
a small room then start the service.
The Catholics say that sharing
the same roof with the Evangelicals
is a good result of religious
Actually, hate is never
dialogue, and that they are all
destroyed by hate. Hate
Christians, and that the temple
is only destroyed by
belongs to all. The Evangelicals
Love. This is an eternal
are grateful – and say: when
precept
.
the Catholics have troubles,
Buddha
they ask the Evangelicals to
pray for them; and the Catholics
reciprocate, by praying for the
Evangelicals.
In Pancas, state of Espírito Santo,
Catholics and Lutherans got to together
to build a single roof for their creeds with
their own hands. In Rio de Janeiro, followers of
Afro-Brazilian religions and Catholic groups develop
joint social actions in the area of health.
In São Paulo, representatives of indigenous peoples and
36

of Afro-Brazilian religions, Zen-Buddhists, Jews, Muslims,
Methodists, Catholics, Lutherans, Presbyterians and
Spiritualists, among others, mobilize in initiatives such as the
Campaign in defense of the freedom of creed and
against religious intolerance, with the objective
of including the topic on the Brazilian
agenda of Human Rights.
Blessed are
All around Brazil, different
those that hunger
Christian churches, grouped in
and thirst for
entities such as the National
righteousness, for
they shall be satisﬁed.
Council of Christian Churches
Blessed are the merciful,
(Conic), ﬁght together for human
because they shall obtain
rights, like in the Fraternity
mercy.
Blessed are the pure in
Campaign of 2005 – Ecumenical:
heart, because they shall
Solidarity and Peace (Happy are
see God. Blessed are the
those that foster Peace).
peacemakers, for they
shall be called the sons
Experiences such as these,
and daughters of God.
and so many others, of coexistence
and mutual respect between and
Jesus Christ
among different religions, reﬂect the
plurality and diversity of Brazil and of
Brazilians. Experiences such as these, and
so many others, please the Creator.
Because it was for this reason that Humankind was
created: for us to be all brothers and sisters, to live in peace
and harmony, and to love each other.
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